
The POH Riley Scholars

Students from the International Technology Academy and 
Pontiac High School spent a day with editors, news reporters, 
photographers, web writers/bloggers, and page designers at 
The Oakland Press on May 27, 2011 and May 31, 2011. 

On June 2, 2011, a third group of 9th graders from Pontiac 
High School learned about careers in healthcare and 
health administration at POH Regional Medical Center 
(POHRMC). 

Both events were organized through the POH Riley Scholars 
Program, funded by United Way for Southeastern Michigan. 
The event was coordinated by Celeste McDermott, Project 
Manager for the POH Riley Scholars Program.

At POHRMC, the group of 40 students met fi rst with 
Dr. Tressa Gardner, Director of Emergency Services. 
Gardner is also a Pontiac Northern High School graduate. 
She obtained her undergraduate degree from Oakland 
University and a doctoral degree from Michigan State 
University in the fi eld of osteopathic medicine.  

“Whatever you choose to do, make sure it’s something 
you love,” Gardner told the students. “A lot of people told 
me I wouldn’t graduate from college because I was from 
Pontiac. But I stand before you as the director of a major 
trauma center.  So never let anyone tell you that you can’t 
accomplish something.”

The students engaged in one-on-one speaking sessions with 
doctors, nurses, department directors, and various staff 
members in the Emergency Room, Cardiology, Radiology, 
Pharmacy, Patient Floors, Marketing/Public Relations, and 
Administration. 
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The POH Riley Foundation teamed up with The Oakland Press and 
POH Regional Medical Center to provide two Career Day events for 

Pontiac ninth graders

9th Graders from the Pontiac International Technology 
Academy attend a Career Day event at The Oakland Press

9th Graders from Pontiac High School attend a Career 
Day event at POH Regional Medical Center
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The Pontiac Promise Team facilitated nine FAFSA (Free Application for Student Aid) workshops 
from January through April for Pontiac students. Throughout the four-month period, more than 
200 parents and students attended the workshops. 

Representatives from Oakland University and Oakland Community College assisted students with 
completing online forms. They also answered questions regarding fi nancial aid and scholarship 
opportunities. 

Pontiac students were also informed about the Pontiac Promise Zone Scholarship Fund, eligibility 
requirements, and application deadlines. All eligible Pontiac students can now attend a Michigan 
college, university, or other certifi ed postsecondary institution with money received from FAFSA 
and the Pontiac Promise Zone Scholarship Fund!

Funded by Michigan College Access Network (MCAN).
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Parents & Students A ttend FAFSA Workshops

Thirteen Pontiac High School students have applied to participate in 
the OsteoCHAMPS (Osteopathic Careers in Health and Medicine 
Program Services) summer program at Michigan State University.  

The POH Riley Foundation has provided scholarship funding for 
Oakland County students to attend the summer program since 2007. 
The program partners with Michigan high schools and community 
foundations to encourage and foster the career interests of disadvantaged 
high school students. 

Students who are accepted into the program will have the opportunity to study careers in Osteopathic Medicine, as well as participate 
in on-campus activities for two weeks July 10-22, 2011. 

The OsteoCHAMPS program is free to students and is equivalent to a $2,000 POH Riley Foundation scholarship. 

Thank you POH Riley Foundation!

Tommaleta Hughes, Pontiac 
Promise Co-Manager, 

assists parents with FAFSA 
informational packets

Do You “KnowHow2Go” to College?
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The Pontiac School District facilitated a district-wide informational session at St. George 
Cultural Center in Bloomfi eld Hills March 29, 2011. More than 100 students and parents 
representing elementary school, middle school, and high school attended the session. 

Guest speaker Jennifer Wallace, of the Michigan Department of Treasury, explained 
scholarship opportunities and provided information about the Michigan Education Trust 
(MET) and PELL grants that can help students pay for their education expenses. 

Wallace also discussed the types of courses students should take to prepare for college 
including four years of English, math and science, as well as two years of a foreign language. 
Wallace stated these courses will prepare students for the ACT (American College Testing).    

Students were advised to become involved in extracurricular activities at their schools and in 
the community, as colleges and universities are looking for well-rounded students.  

Mrs. Yvette Williams, a 7th grade 
teacher at Pontiac Middle School, 

stands with her students

Students from Pontiac Middle School 
proudly display their ‘College Bound’ 

t-shirts

Begin TODAY to prepare for 
college TOMORROW!
Pontiac Students to Attend OsteoCHAMPS Program

Sequence Wright, 
Brianna Clark and 

Tashona Robinson have 
applied to attend the 

OsteoCHAMPS 
summer program



Eighth grade students and parents from Pontiac Middle School were invited to experience 
“A Day in the Life of a Pontiac High School Student” on April 27, 2011. Various 
presentations were provided on block scheduling, the Early College Program, and the 
Bridge Program. With the Early College Program, students who obtain a 3.0 grade point 
average can take part in dual enrollment courses at their high school and a local college. 
The Bridge Program helps students transition into high school.  

The U.S. FIRST Robotics team, student athletes, and the JROTC (Junior Reserve Offi cer 
Training Corps) also explained how to become involved in their programs.  

Students and parents were treated to a special tour of the Ninth Grade Academy to 
provide a fi rst-hand look of an average day in the life of a student.  More than 26 Pontiac 
High School students volunteered to participate in this experience and hosted a question 
and answer session with parents and students. Funded by MCAN.
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Eighth Graders Visit Pontiac High School

Tracy Causey-Bryant explains the Early 
College Program to parents and students.  
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Dr. Bruce Turpin, a Pontiac 
Dentist, mentors a student in the 

Ninth Grade Academy

Mentoring Matters! 
Pontiac Ninth Graders Linked with Mentors

The POH Riley Scholars Program provided ninth-graders at Pontiac High School with mentors 
during the last few months of the school year.

Approximately 60 students, called “Riley Scholars,” were mentored in two classes in the Ninth 
Grade Academy by 16 mentors, including a college president, a dentist, several business owners/
entrepreneurs, and retirees from corporations and educational institutions.  

Mentoring sessions were taught by Winning Futures, an award winning non-profi t organization 
that offers school-based mentoring programs and workshops for middle school and high school 
students in Southeast Michigan.  The POH Riley Scholars Program is funded by the United Way 
for Southeastern Michigan.

Two ninth-grade language arts classes participated in the mentoring program each week.  

“I’ve seen students’ confi dence grow as they interact with their mentors,” said Pontiac Teacher 
Dennis Kendall. 

Everyone benefi ts from mentoring. When youth are connected with committed adult mentors, they may learn 
how to make better decisions, experience improved self esteem, improve relationships with family and friends/peers, and improve academic 
performance. Mentors also receive rewards, such as feeling better about themselves for positively contributing to the lives of youth from diverse 
backgrounds. One student in the Winning Futures mentoring program said, “I love how the class helped me build courage and set goals.”  
Another stated, “I’m more enthusiastic since coming to the class.”

College! College! College!
The Pontiac School District sponsored a College Fair for Pontiac students at 
the new Ultimate Soccer Arena on South Boulevard in Pontiac.  

The fair was held April 25-29, 2011 and was open to students from the 
Pontiac International Technology Academy, Pontiac High School and 
Bethune Academy. 

Booths were set up throughout the arena allowing students to learn about 19 
participating Michigan colleges and universities. Representatives from each 
institution answered questions and distributed information to help students 
with making key college decisions. 

In addition to attending the College Fair, students participated in “College Week” activities at their home schools.  The Oakland County 
Chapter of the Links, Inc., and the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., led discussions on college life and shared stories from their own experiences. 

Classroom doors were decorated in college colors, celebrating staff alma maters. Discussions continued the entire week on celebrating 
students who have applied and been accepted to college. 

Students decorated their 
classrooms with gear 

from local universities



On May 20, 2011, senior students who brought in an acceptance letter from a college or 
university were able to skip classes for the second half of the day and participate in fun 
activities in the gymnasium! 

Upon entering the gym, students were reminded about their Pontiac Promise Zone 
Scholarship Applications. Those who had not completed the application received one to 
fi ll out, and also completed a letter of intent. 

Students were also asked to fi ll out a survey which pertained to their awareness of the 
Pontiac Promise Team, their knowledge of the scholarship, and whether or not they 
participated in any workshops that were sponsored by the Pontiac Promise Team.  

Each student was given a purple t-shirt that read “Riley Scholars” on the front and “College 
Bound” on the back.  A disk jockey (D.J.) was present to keep the students entertained. 

They danced, played on giant, infl atable bouncers, and enjoyed cotton candy. This is the 
fi rst graduating class to receive free college tuition from the Pontiac Promise Zone Scholarship Fund. 
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A Tutor a Day Helps Keep Bad Grades Away!
In-school tutors were hired to assist Pontiac High School ninth graders with algebra and 
language arts assignments in May 2011, as part of the POH Riley Scholars Program. 

“This is a great opportunity for our students,” says Jerry Lane, Assistant Principal of 
Pontiac High School’s Ninth Grade Academy. “The tutors are making a huge difference 
in the classroom environment by being immediately available to aid in the learning 
process every day.”

Under the direction of classroom teachers, in-school tutors, including college students 
from Oakland University; Rochester College; Michigan Actors Studio; Clark Atlanta 
University; Wayne County Community College; and Baker College worked one-on-one 
and in small groups with students to review and reinforce daily lessons, answer questions, 
and aid in the overall classroom experience.  The POH Riley Scholars Program is funded 
by the United Way for Southeastern Michigan.

Remember, if you need help with your school work, ask a tutor!  

Tutors and mentors from the POH Riley 
Scholars Program joined Teresa 

Rodges, Executive Director, for an end-
of-the-year dinner celebration at POH 

Regional Medical Center

Decision Day! 

Students gather in the Pontiac High 
School gymnasium for a day fi lled with 

fun activities to celebrate their new 
‘College Bound’ status

Nellie LaGarde
Teresa A. Rodges
Edith Assaff
Taniesha Clanagan

Tommaleta Hughes
Not photographed: 
Celeste McDermott

Pontiac Promise/Riley Scholars Team

The Pontiac High School Graduation was held June 
7, 2011 at the Ultimate Soccer Arena in Pontiac.

Teresa A. Rodges, Executive Director of the POH 
Riley Foundation and Marketing Department at 
POH Regional Medical Center, served as the guest 
speaker. 

Hundreds of parents and students attended the 
graduation event, where Rodges informed the 
crowd that they were the fi rst graduating class to 
receive free college tuition from the Pontiac Promise 
Zone Scholarship Fund. 

Rodges serves on the Pontiac Promise Zone 
Authority Board as Treasurer. To date, the 
POH Riley Foundation has raised more than 
$300,000 and has secured more than $100,000 
in grant funding to help Pontiac High School 
and Pontiac Middle School students become 
better prepared for college.  

With the exception of events sponsored by the 
Pontiac School District, all events and workshops 
were funded through the POH Riley Foundation, 
the Michigan College Access Network (MCAN) 
and United Way for Southeastern Michigan.

Farewell Seniors!
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Teresa A. Rodges, Keynote Speaker, 
featured with Pontiac School 

District Administrative Staff and 
members of  the Board of Trustees
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